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And just like that, I find myself writing the next end of term reflection.
Once again, another term has flown by, punctuated by myriad
opportunities and successes for our students. Whether it be in the
classroom, on excursions, in the sporting arenas, or on the stage, Mount
Evelyn students have embraced opportunities to learn, grow, and challenge
themselves. The many successes we have witnessed this term are a
testament to the hard work, perseverance, and positive spirit of our entire
school community.
The term began with productive three-way meetings in which students
were able to share, celebrate and reflect on their learning with parents.
Extra curricular opportunities enjoyed by students include: the annual Yr
2 sleep over -their first foray into our camps program, 5/6 Hooptime
basketball, various excursions to extend and enrich classroom learning.
Foundation students proudly celebrated their much anticipated 100 days of
school celebration, while others participated in a day of learning strategies
to prevent bullying with Project Rockit.. Visits to secondary schools to see
their musical productions were inspirational for 5/6s, as was the author
visit with Andrea Rowe in book week. Our book fair and book week
character dress up in which we saw so many creative and varied costumes
was again a highlight. The father’s day stall and afternoon with dads and
special men, a visit from members of Victoria Police, and the energetic
disco continued the excitement for students.



Finally, the resoundingly successful whole school production of Pirates of
the Curry Bean – a pun-filled, fun-filled swash-buckling adventure on the
high seas - concluded an outstanding term. It’s not surprising then, that
students and teachers alike are feeling a little tired at the end of term. 
On behalf of the whole community I would like to acknowledge the
dedication, energy and endless hours planning, rehearsing, and directing
that Mrs Jayne Setford committed to ensure that once again our students
put on an incredible performance. Whole school productions don’t come
together based on the efforts of one person alone. Jayne has been supported
by a vast team of teachers and parent and community helpers behind the
scenes to rehearse lines, teach and practice choreography, organise
costumes and create sets and props. The opportunity to participate in
school productions often creates life long memories and are reflected upon
for years to come. They also create opportunities for students to explore
and develop new skills in the performing arts and the confidence gained
from stepping outside one’s comfort zone to perform on stage can lead to
ongoing enjoyment and participation in the performing arts.
It’s the students though that were the real stars of the show. Led so
confidently by the senior cast, an extremely talented group of young
performers, all students are to be congratulated for the incredible
performance that we were privileged to witness. They should all be very
proud of their efforts to learn their song, dances and lines. In the days
since, I have had numerous parents and family members giving glowing
praise for our students and teachers. It was truly a wonderful community
effort. 



This week you will receive access to your child’s Term 3 interim report
– a snap shot of your child’s progress this term including a self-
reflection of their achievement. We encourage you to have a
conversation with your child and celebrate their achievements. 
Amidst all these exciting opportunities for our students, the school
undertook its four yearly School Review early in the term. The review
panel, comprising external reviewers, regional staff and current
practising principals, spent two days immersed in our school observing
and discussing our teaching practices, classroom cultures and routines
and analysing school data. With student, staff and parents all provided
the opportunity to provide the panel with their insightful perspective,
the panel was able to gain a thorough understanding of our school as a
whole. It was both pleasing and affirming to receive their feedback
which acknowledged the impact of the improvement strategies that
have formed our work over the past four years. The panel highlighted
many of the strengths that are evident throughout the school including
consistency of practice, our calm, orderly classrooms in which well
established routines were observable, and the strategies we have in
place to engage students and support their learning. The role of the
panel was to also provide  thoughtful observations, constructive
feedback, and challenging questions that will help shape our next four-
year strategic plan. Pleasingly, much of this was already known to us
and already being planned for and worked upon. 

Hopefully you saw my previous communication about a significant
change to our bushfire risk rating which comes into effect from the
beginning of Term 4 this year. The Department of Education has
reviewed the fire risk for our school and has amended our rating from a
Category 3 to a Category 2 on the Department’s Bushfire at Risk
Register. The significant change all parents and carers must be aware
of is that in addition to completely closing on days with a fire danger
rating of Catastrophic, the School will now relocate on days with a
declared Extreme fire danger rating in the Yarra Ranges Shire as well.
When such a day is declared, all staff and students will be directed to
attend school at Mooroolbark East Primary School instead of attending
our school. Mount Evelyn students will engage in their learning
separate to the students from Mooroolbark East PS. I recognise that
relocation may potentially cause minor disruption to learning and
inconvenience to families. However, I hope our community can
appreciate the Department’s decision has been made with broader
safety of our community as the primary consideration. 



Dates for your
diary

October

November

Monday 5  th

      Term 4 Begins

Tuesday 8th
Orientation Day

Friday 16th
   *Foundation Healesville

Sanctuary Excursion

Tuesday 3rd
Melbourne Cup Day

Friday 20th
Ride to School Day

Wednesday 2nd
Xmas Carols & Picnic

Monday 14th
Year 6 Graduation

Monday 14th-17th
Swimming  F-5

Friday 23rd
Level 1 Late Night Experience

Wednesday 11th
Lvl 2 Kew Traffic School

Wednesday 25th-27th
Lvl ¾ Camp Adanac

December

*Hooptime Regionals

Tuesday 20th
Graduation Photos

Wednesday 21st
Pupil Free Day

Thursday 17th
Last Day of Term 

3.30pm Finish

If an Extreme Fire Danger day is declared we
will provide families with clear directions
about the relocation. If you are a user of
OSHC at our school you may be able to access
Mooroolbark East’s OSHC program provided
by Camp Australia. On a relocation day.
However, this does require pre enrolment.
Please contact their OSHC provider directly if
you think you may need this service on a
relocation day. 
As term 4 gets underway, staff will begin the
complex process of assigning students to
classes for 2027. If you have class placement
requests for your children for 2027 you must
put these in writing to myself asap. As in the
past, requests will only be considered based
on genuine student wellbeing or academic
grounds and cannot be guaranteed. Requests
for specific teachers will not be accepted.
Students will again have the opportunity in
class to list friends they would like to be with.
Similarly, if you are planning any changes to
your child’s enrolment for next year, please
inform the school asap as this can have an
impact of our class structures. 
Finally, we extend warm congratulations to
Ms Emily Fox who is getting married this
term break. 
I wish our students and staff a well deserved
and restful term break and trust you find the
time to relax and recharge for the final term
of the year which will, no doubt, be just as
busy and exciting as term 3 (with hopefully
less curry and beans!). 

Friday 6th
Level 1 Mont DeLancey

Thursday 8th
Divisional Athletics
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