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Dear parents, students and friends,

Merry Christmas to all.
As the year draws to a close today, it affords the opportunity to ref lect on what has once again been a

wonderful year for Mount Evelyn PS. 
The list of highlights goes on and on: Arts festival gallery and visiting artists, interschool sports, sporting

success with many individuals and teams achieving success at regional and state levels, Auslan presentations
in the community, art and drumming workshops, year 3/4 and 5/6 camps to strengthen independence and

student connections, year level and whole school excursions and incursions to complement and deepen
classroom learning, wellbeing workshops, indigenous celebrations, fun community engagement events such

as the colour run and disco, pancake Wednesdays and breakfast club, the annual teachers vs Yr 6 games
(teachers once again victorious btw!), book week celebrations and author visit, and the end of year Christmas
carols. Above all these though is the individual academic, social and emotional growth shown by our students

as they have worked towards being their best.

Earlier this week, our community gathered to celebrate and farewell our Yr 6 class of 2025. A momentous
occasion for both students and families alike, the graduation was a wonderful opportunity to ref lect on the
learning journey of the last 7 years. Milestones like this (along with the always cute Foundation/Yr 6 photo
comparison) highlight the personal and academic growth made by our students. I am sure our students will
look back fondly on their time at Mt Evelyn PS. We know that you are more than ready for year 7 and all the

opportunities awaiting at secondary school. Congratulations to the following year 6 students who were
recognised at the graduation event for their outstanding achievements across the year. You are very worthy

recipients of these awards. 

·PE Award: Hugo Gibbs
·Performing Arts Award: Trinity Jones

·Auslan Award: Bonnie Kemper
·Visual Art Award: Aria Strahan 

·Science Award: Ruby-Lyn Lovett and Fletcher Scowcroft
·Lucy McAleer Friendship Award: Aime Palmer 
·Angie O’Hare Memorial Award: Jed Noorman

I would specifically like to acknowledge and thank Ms Ange Wilson and Mrs Courtney Tucci, our two year 6
teachers, for their unwavering support and guidance of their students in their final primary school year.

 



Last week we were delighted to announce our 2026 School Captains. With many highly capable students to
choose from, all of whom demonstrate genuine leadership capacity, we were presented with the challenging

task of selecting just 4. Congratulations to Patrick Freeman, Florence Orton, Evelyn Bickford and Jude
Hickingbotham. Today, our new captains took over officially from our outgoing captains Hugo, Amos, Ellie and

Edie, concluding today’s final assembly. Congratulations to our outgoing captains for the wonderful job they
have done this year confidently and diligently representing our school as student leaders. I am confident the

skills you have learnt along the way will see you continuing to be a leader in other facets of your lives. 

The end of the year means we are also farewelling a few staff members who are moving on to other new
adventures. Firstly, Mr Paul Harris is retiring after a very successful career as a PE teacher in several schools
where he has inf luenced many students sporting journeys. Under his encouraging and supportive guidance
many Mount Evelyn students, both teams and individuals, have experienced high levels of sporting success.

We wish Paul all the best as he looks forward to hitting the golf course as much as possible. 

Mrs Carly Molnar has been at Mount Evelyn for 18 years and would be known by most as our expert Auslan
teacher, a role she willingly took on and educated herself in. Carly has worked hard to develop not only our

students understanding of the Auslan language but also to increase empathy and understanding towards
members of our community with disability and those who are different to us. This lasting legacy will help

students navigate a world where these qualities are needed more than ever. Best wishes Carly as you take on
this next exciting opportunity in your career.  

Mrs Cindy Fletcher has only been with us for this year, and we thank her for her contribution to the school
and the positive relationships she has formed with her year 3 students. It has been great having you back this

year and we wish you all the best at Chirnside Park PS. 

Mrs Sarah Jefcott is planning a year away from teaching full time after having been an important part of our
Foundation team for the last couple of years. She has promised us she will be a regular face around the school

as a casual relief teacher, in between travelling. Sarah has helped her Foundation classes start their school
journey off on the right foot, setting them up for successful learning in the years to come. 

Dan Murphy is a name at our school most wouldn’t know – he has been our IT technician for the last 8 years
and has consistently gone above and beyond to create a well resourced and smoothly operating school

network and f leet of computers. No technical issue is ever too much for Dan, who has quite unassumingly
gone about getting the job done. Thanks Dan for your skillful management of our schools IT infrastructure
and your support of the kids when they manage to lock themselves out of a computer. All the best for your

next big adventure. 

We also have several Education Support staff members who will be concluding their time at Mount Evelyn PS.
We would like to extend a huge thanks to them for the tireless work they do to support all our students in
classes across the school. Best wishes to Kate Kent, Louise Alderman, Rachel Darke, Jordan Leslie, Natalie

Eichlemann, and Breanna Patten. 

Our graduation event this week also marks the end of an era for many families whose association with the
school concludes. Best wishes to the Apostoladis, Arbuckle, Bakes, Balsdon, Haukinima, Hill, Jones, Lovett,

McDonald, Noorman, Penna, Rota, Sampson, Taebering, Wilson, Coutts, Hall, Hobson, Hunt, Murphy, Palmer,
Stanway, Wood and Ottley families. Farewell also to the Tannock, Cooper/Verhees, and Neave families. We

thank you for your partnership with us and entrusting us with you children. 

To our wonderful staff, thankyou for an amazing year. Our teachers, education support and office teams all
work hard to ensure each year is a successful one for every student who puts on the Mt Evelyn uniform each

morning. Most wouldn’t see or even be aware of the extraordinary effort put in by our dedicated staff week in
week out to provide the best outcomes possible. Finally, I would like to extend my sincerest thanks to our

school community – students, parents and families. I wish you all a wonderful Christmas and new year period
and hope the festive season and school break provides you with peace, connection and relaxation. 

I look forward to the new year and the many wonderful opportunities ahead for the new school year. The
school year for all students, including Foundation, begins on Wednesday 28  Januaryth

Sincerely, 
Trevor Vass,



     Dear Families, 
     
     On behalf of the Mount Evelyn Primary School Combined OSHC, we would like to invite

 you to join our Vacation Care Program. Booking form and enrolment packs for the January     
2026 school holiday program are available from Mount Evelyn and Woori Yallock OSHC

 service, and school office or on our QR code.We are open to the community for Vacation 
Care bookings. 

Mount Evelyn Primary School OSHC services are an accredited childcare provider, 
and eligible families can apply for CCS subsidy. Please contact us by phone or email.

Email: oshc.mount.evelyn.ps@education.vic.gov.au
oshc.mount.evelyn.woori.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

Phone Number: 9736 2123
Nominated Supervisor hours, Melissa McDonald

                                           Monday to Friday 5.30am – 1.30pm                                                          
Service Hours - Monday to Friday 6.30am – 6.30pm 

JANUARY 2026 SCHOOL HOLIDAY PROGRAM

VACATION CAREVACATION CARE
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