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NEWSLETTER 

Where is the year going? It’s difficult to believe that we are in May already and that Mother’s Day is just around 

the corner. Our wonderful parent volunteers are once again organising a gift stall.  For $4 students will be able to 

select items from a range of gifts for the significant females in their lives. We do request that students bring 

along a re-usable bag to take the gifts home. We wish all mothers, grandmothers, aunts and significant females a 

wonderful day and hope that you are thoroughly spoilt! 

Pick up time at 3.30pm is always a challenge in our school car parks. As the weather continues to deteriorate, 

many of our parents are trying to park closer to the school exits to avoid the wet and cold. Please remember that 

staff are on duty at the front of the school until 3.45pm. This provides a 15 minute window for students to be 

collected. By 3.40pm the area at the front of the school is virtually empty of cars, students have been dismissed 

from classrooms, said their last frantic goodbyes to the “besties” they won’t see again until 9am and have made 

their way to the front of the school. Any students who have not been collected by 3.45pm are escorted into the 

school building to wait for parents. 

Please do not leave your car unattended in the two minute collection zone. Council parking inspectors continue 

to monitor this area on a regular basis. We have also been contacted by local residents and businesses concerned 

that their driveways are continually blocked at 3.30pm by parents waiting for their children. Of particular concern 

is the area next to the school on Monbulk Road where cars are regularly blocking the driveways of the Restora-

tion factory and the Garden Centre. Both of these businesses have regular deliveries and trucks needing to access 

the premises. Please avoid parking in this area. As always, our primary concern is the safety of your children. 

Student Awards 

We are always keen to acknowledge student effort in classrooms and at level assemblies. In previous years the 

junior levels have presented students with certificates based on the school values. We try our best to ensure that 

all students are acknowledged and celebrated. Unfortunately sometimes those students who always do the right 

thing feel they are overlooked – they could take home a certificate every day! As a result we have decided to is-

sue raffle tickets to all students in the junior levels seen displaying our school values. Teachers will celebrate this 

effort in the classrooms.  At the following junior assembly a number of tickets will be drawn and those students 

will receive a treat of their choice from the canteen. While parents are still welcome to attend the assembly 

(abiding by COVID restrictions) teachers will not be contacting the parents of every child who receives a raffle 

ticket.  

Parents onsite & Updated COVID Guidelines  

There has been a level of uncertainty about whether parents are able to join our assemblies and be in the class-

rooms. The extract below is taken from the latest COVID Operations Guide from DET and should provide some 

clarity for us all. 

Density quotients for schools  

There continues to be no requirement to limit the number or type of visitors to school premises, however the 

density limit of 1 person per 2 square metres should be applied to any school spaces accessible to the public. 

Density limits no longer apply to gatherings with only students and staff present. 
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If external visitors are present, the density limit applies to all persons in the space, including students. For 

these public spaces, signage must be displayed to indicate the maximum number of persons that may be 

present in the space at a single time. At present this includes the school foyer, the community building and 

the school gym. 

School events involving external guests  

Events involving external guests in school environments with up to 1000 attendees (inclusive of staff and         

students), including school assemblies, graduation ceremonies and school tours, can take place with the follow-

ing controls: 

 A COVIDSafe plan is in place.  

 Current capacity limits are observed (inclusive of visitors, staff, and students) based on the available floor 

space; with the density limit of one person per two square metres applied. 

 Record keeping for contact-tracing purposes is undertaken. Mount Evelyn PS uses the school ipad for 

small groups of visitors to the school. For larger events such as open nights, we  use the free Victorian 

Government QR Code Service for attendees to check-in on arrival. 

Excursions 

With upcoming excursions, we will be asking parents to consent to sharing your child’s name and a contact  

number with the excursion venues in line with the recommendations that have been communicated by the    

Department of Education and Training and the Department of Health. Please see the information below: 

Excursion venues are required to collect contact details and are responsible for managing record keeping for   

contact-tracing in line with current public health directives. 

Most venues are required to use electronic record keeping that connects with an Application Programming Inter-

face (API) linked provider or a digital system provided by Services Victoria. 

The Department of Health has strongly recommended that a contact number for each individual student is      

provided. A school phone number alone is not considered sufficient. Providing contact details for individual  stu-

dents will expedite contact tracing so that individuals can be contacted by the Department of Health if required. 

Parents/carers are advised that, when required, the school will be providing excursion venues with contact details 

for students. The phone number on school file for the student will be provided as the nominated contact number. 

Venues will be collecting student names and contact phone numbers for a legitimate purpose and are subject to 

Victorian privacy laws so will handle the information securely and only retain it for the required 28-day period. 

Colds and Flu  

With the spike in colds and flu at this time of year, we appreciate your assistance in keeping your child home  

until they are completely well. If your child presents at school with coughs and sniffles, it places all students, 

especially those students with compromised immune systems, and staff, at risk. We are legally required to      

collect and store digital or hard copies of absence notes and request that these are sent to school on your child’s 

first day back. Thank you for your support.  

NAPLAN 

Next week our year 3 and 5 students will sit their NAPLAN tests on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. If you 

have a child in year 3 or 5, please ensure that they are at school on those days unless they are particularly       

unwell. Students who are absent on testing days are required to complete the missed tests on Friday. We       

encourage you to ensure that your child is getting adequate sleep and has plenty of brain food on those days.  

Have a great week 

Angie and Helen 

https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/about-victorian-government-qr-code-service
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/about-victorian-government-qr-code-service
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Level 5/6 students and teachers would like to thank Peter Williams, a Victorian Policeman, who came to our school to talk 

about online safety.  This is what the students have learned from this very valuable session:  

I found out that Cyber Bullying is a lot more serious than I originally thought. For example, you can 

go to court for bullying online. You can overshare and accidentally give out your phone number and 

other personal information. I didn’t know that so may people get tricked online and say yes to 

meeting up with someone or giving out addresses. I did know that you can befriend someone online 

and think you are friends but you’re not. They’re just pretending.  I already knew that you had to be 

careful when posting photos online but I didn’t know that people as so observant that one little 

‘slip’ like your email address in the background could mean you get a bunch of emails. So now I’m 

going to be a whole lot more careful about what I put online and what I sign up for. Teddy 

Today I learnt to be safe online and not give people information about anything. You can be tricked 

in so may ways so I need to be careful who I talk to. Oversharing means that you give people too much information about 

where you live, the school you go to, your phone number, date of birth, your name and age. Don’t share your passwords with 

anyone. Never become friends with anyone you do not know because they could trick you and tell you they are your age or 

that they know you. Never meet up with someone you don’t know. Only talk to your friends, not strangers. If anyone asks for 

your information, make sure you contact the police or your parents and teachers.  STAY SAFE!    Maddy F.  

Do not share your personal information online. Do not trust people online. Don’t meet up with any-

one online. Do not have secret accounts from your parents. If the game you play has a microphone, 

even if they sound like a kid, they may be using a voice changer. Do not send them a photo of yourself 

and if they send you a photo it could probably be fake.   Jordan G.  

The only people you should ever share your password with are your parents. When you take a photo, 

you must be mindful of surroundings as they could include information. This includes things such as 

school uniform, number plates and signs saying your location.     Zoe  

Giving information about yourself can lead to strangers coming to your house or getting 

hacked. People can steal information over time or straight away. If you ask them to Face 

Time you, they would usually not talk to you again.  Reuben 

If you are worried or unsure about something you should always talk to an adult that you 

trust. Layla 

If you know you have said or done something wrong, you should tell a parent or teacher 

or someone you trust. You can’t always trust what people say or do online! Some questions you should not answer include: 

Where do you live? What school do you go to? What is your name or last name? How old are you? When were you born? Can 

you send me a photo of you? Can you meet me …?  Wednesday 

I know not to show my password to anyone beside my family and I 

will never put my email as my username or password. I will call the 

police if online people tell me they want to meet up or if they want 

to see a photo of me.   Ari  

Oversharing can be extremely dangerous as strangers are unpredict-

able and there are some not so friendly people on the internet.    

Makayla 
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Education Week – Building Connections! 

 24th – 28th May  

Now in its 77th year, Education Week aims to positively profile and     

celebrate the strengths and achievements of Victoria’s government     

education sector.  

This year Education Week will run at MEPS from 24th-28th May. The 

theme ‘Building Connections’ focuses on how the community can act as 

a support network, support students’ learning and development and  

enhance social inclusion. 

Education Week is an opportunity for all primary and secondary schools, higher education, and early 

childhood services to showcase how they are building connections with the community around them. 

This year we will be combining our Arts Festival with Education week.  Students will be celebrating    

Education Week in their classrooms, take part in a number of incursions and families will be invited into 

the school to celebrate the fantastic work that is happening in all classrooms and to enjoy the gallery of 

student works of art. 

More information to follow. 

 

 

 

Scholastic Book Club catalogues were sent home in week 2.  

The due date for orders is no later than Monday 17th May. 

Thank you 
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HELP WANTED! 

Do you have 20 minutes spare before the end of the school day?  

WE NEED YOUR HELP! 

 

This year the school has offered a catch up tutoring program in reading for selected students. 

For all students to improve in reading skills, they should be reading at least twenty minutes per day. 

I am hoping to start an afternoon reader’s session that runs from 3.10pm to 3.30pm, where students within 

the tutoring program can meet a reading helper in the community room and read to them for up to twen-

ty minutes. 

Parents and helpers from any year level could participate in this worthwhile activity. You do not need to 

have your child in the program to help.  

If you think that you could spare twenty minutes on one or more days, please return the attached form to 

the office. 

Once there is some interest, I will contact you to discuss how this will work. Parents of the students involved 

will also be contacted before this takes place. 

 

    

 Jenny Barker 

     

 Tutor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    TUTOR PROGRAM READING HELPER 

I, _____________________________ (name) am interested in helping with the reading helpers program. 

I would be free from 3.10pm- 3.30 pm on:  _________________________________________(days) 

I can be contacted on this phone number: _________________________________( phone number) 

I have a current Working with Children Check 
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Dear Families,   

On behalf of the Mount Evelyn Primary School Combined OSHC, we would like to invite you to join our 

Vacation Care Program. The booking form for the June – July school holiday program is available from 

the school office or from the Mount Evelyn PS website. Enrolment packs are available from the Mount 

Evelyn Primary School OSHC office. 

Mount Evelyn Primary School OSHC is an accredited childcare provider and eligible families can apply for 

CCS subsidy. We would be happy to take you for a tour of our service. Please contact us by phone or 

email at   osh@mtevelynps.vic.edu.au 

Mel McDonald  

 
 

Day/Date Program 

Monday 28th June 
Balloon Making  Incursion 

  

Tuesday 29th June 
Reading Cinemas  Excursion 

In our own cinema! 

Wednesday 30th June Disney / PJ Onesie Day 

Thursday 1st July 

Knox O- Zone  Excursion 

Unlimited games and Laser 
Tag 

Friday 2nd July Lego Masters Day 

Monday 5th July 
Inflatable World  Excursion 

  

Tuesday 6th July 
Boxercise Incursion 

  

Wednesday 7th July 
 Oz Ten Pin Bowling Excur-
sion 

Thursday 8th July 
Ceramics Incursion 

  

Friday 9th July 
 Multi Media Day 

  

mailto:osh@mtevelynps.vic.edu.au
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