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NEWSLETTER

Principal’s Report
I find it difficult to believe that this will be the last newsletter for the term and term one is nearly at an end. Feels
like just last week that we were returning to a brand new school year!
This week you received your child’s term one interim report. The purpose of these reports is to communicate
how well your child has settled into the 2021 school year and the extent to which he/she is adhering to the
school values. The term two or semester one report will be much more detailed and will provide details of academic progress. If you have any questions or concerns about your child’s learning, please make a time to see the
classroom teacher.
The week leading up to the end of term is planning time at Mount Evelyn PS. We are fortunate to work with a
very professional yet versatile team of specialist teachers who are happy to alter their programs to enable our
class teachers to meet in their teams to plan the curriculum for the following term.
This week we also farewell Lauren Whitehead who will be commencing maternity leave and Darrin Wall who is
moving into the Catholic system for the remainder of the year. We wish Lauren and her husband Matt all the
best as they await the arrival of baby number four. Fiona Cox was to have returned from leave to teach 3/4C for
the remainder of the year, but she has extended her leave and will not return until 2022. We have advertised for
a teacher to fill this vacancy and hope to interview and fill the position before the start of term two. Mrs Lisa
Reiner will be replacing Darrin Wall for the remainder of the year. She will be meeting the students this week and
participating in the team planning day. We wish Darrin all the best in his new endeavours. Mrs Elizabeth Pugsley
will be working one day per week in 5/6C as Vanda Camm reduces her time fraction to 4 days for the reminder of
the year. I know that you will make our new teachers feel very welcome.
Foundation 2022
We are experiencing strong interest in our school with many kinder families booking tours, even at this early stage of the year. We have already started to accept
enrolments for 2022, and now need to establish how many siblings of our enrolled
students are due to start at Mount Evelyn PS next year.
The priority of placement for new students dictates that children who reside in the
designated school zone and those who are siblings of current students have the
highest priority. So that we have an indication of anticipated student numbers for
2022 we ask that current school families who have a child due to commence Foundation in 2022, please submit your enrolment form by Friday, May 14th. This will help us to ensure that we
maintain our small numbers in all Foundation classes and help us to prioritise students from our local area. Enrolment forms are available from the school office and can be found on the school website. You will also need to
provide a Birth Certificate and Immunisation Statement when returning the form to school.
If you know of any family or friends who may be interested in joining me for a tour, please encourage them to
contact our School Office as soon as possible to book an appointment.
Cyber safety
The upcoming holiday period and cooler weather often means more time spent indoors, time that is spent engaging in online activities - the internet and gaming. At school we are seeing an increasing number of students with
computer and gaming addictions and this is of huge concern. As with any addiction the “high” is short term and
while allowing your child to play games online may provide you with a few hours of peace at home, the long term
implications mirror those of any other addiction including drugs and alcohol. Asking children to turn off a device
often results in arguments, tears and sometimes explosive and violent outbursts. We must ask ourselves do the
short term gains outweigh the long term implications? Helping your child to break the addictive nature of being
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online may be one of the most important and difficult things you’ll ever do as a parent. Please don’t let it
get to that point.
Please remember that it’s not ok to allow your kids to sign up to social media without strict boundaries. We
don’t give L plates to children and allow them to drive by themselves. The same with social media. Be a learner
with them.
Next term our students will once again be participating in cyber safety training through the ThinkUKnow program. ThinkUKnow sessions are delivered by state and territory police and focus on what young people SEE, SAY
and DO online. We hope that by educating our young people they will be equipped to make safe and wise choices when online.
What does it mean to be safe online?
Behaving safely online means:


Protecting one’s own privacy and personal information.



Protecting the privacy of others (this includes not sharing personal information or images, which in most
cases is unlawful).



Selecting appropriate spaces to work. The home computer should be set up in the kitchen area or a shared
space. Devices should NOT be tucked away in bedrooms.



Children being proactive in letting someone know if there is something that is “not quite right‟. At home,
this would be a parent or guardian, at school a teacher.



Ensuring a suitable “net nanny” has been activated on any device accessed by children.



Adhere to the recommended age for social media or online games. Please try hard to resist the nagging
and the emotional blackmail from children.

Enjoy your Easter break. Stay safe and see you back on Monday, April 19th,
Have a good day,
Angie and Helen

It is with great sadness that we inform you of the passing of one of
our much loved crossing supervisors, Michael Finnigan. Michael
suffered a cardiac arrest and passed away peacefully surrounded
by his loved ones.
Our deepest condolences to his family. Michael is remembered for
his loyalty to our school and the MEPS families. He was a friendly
man who had a kind word for everyone and was well liked by all.

At Thursday’s final assembly we will
acknowledge Michael’s contribution to
our school and dedicate a tree in his
honour. The tree will be planted overlooking the school crossing.
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Forty three families, one hundred and twenty attendees, one hundred and seventy six
sausages…
To say that our latest Fathering project evening was a resounding success is indeed an understatement. What a wonderful opportunity to connect dads with dads, and dads with
kids. Throw a paper plane making competition into the mix and you have the makings of a
fantastic evening. Thanks to the dads who organised, cooked and sourced our first prize
“medal” and congratulations to our winners Jude and his dad Dan who took home the coveted thong.
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