18th March 2021
Issue 4

NEWSLETTER

Principal’s Report
One of my favourite times each day is greeting families as they arrive at school each morning. It is an absolute
pleasure to see the enthusiasm with which most of our students arrive at school and this enthusiasm is mirrored
in the faces of many parents. Our students are excited to see their friends and to find out what learning will be
happening that day.
Thank you to the many families who ensure their children arrive at school on time every day. Punctuality is an
important life skill and a great habit to form early in life. Ideally students should arrive at school no earlier than
8.45am which is when the playground is supervised by teachers. This also allows enough time for our students to
enjoy a quick catch up with friends before the music signals the start of the day.
Class teachers open classroom doors at 8.50am to enable students to unpack their bags and be ready to start
work at 9am. Students who regularly arrive at school after this time miss important instructions
and information for that day. They are more unsettled and less ready to learn than their peers.
If your child arrives at school after the 9am bell, please accompany them to the school office to
sign them in. They are not to be sent to classrooms without a late arrival card. Your cooperation
in ensuring your child is on time is greatly appreciated.
If your child is absent for any reason, it is a legal requirement that we receive a note, email or School Stream explaining why your child was not at school. Please help us by submitting an absence reason on the day your child
returns to school. A verbal message is not acceptable. We are required to have this in writing and it must be
stored indefinitely.

Dog in the school grounds
While the sun continues to shine and the days are warm, it’s wonderful to see so many of our families walking to
and from school. It’s also a great opportunity to multi task and take the family pooches for their walk at the same
time. We do however have a number of students who are fearful of dogs and worried about moving through the
school grounds at the start and end of each day. We therefore ask that all dogs are kept outside the school
grounds and preferably away from the school entry and exit points. Thank you for your understanding with this.

Peer Mediators
Recently a group of year five and six students undertook targeted training to prepare them for the role of Peer
Mediators at MEPS. The Peer Mediator role involves trained students supporting younger students in the playground to resolve any minor conflicts and act as role models for students across the school. Peer Mediators are
trained to listen carefully to other students and ask questions to help younger students make positive decisions,
which in turn, build strong relationships between peers. In the playground they will be identifiable by their fluoro
vests and they will be supported by the teachers on duty. Our Peer Mediators will become highly regarded leaders in our school and we are looking forward to working with them.
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Harmony Day
Harmony Day is celebrated annually on March 21st in Australia. On this day we acknowledge Australia’s cultural diversity and focus on inclusiveness, respect and a sense of belonging for everyone. This is a message that we reinforce daily at Mount Evelyn PS. Our diversity helps makes Australia a great place in which to live and we enjoy different cultures, foods, ideas, minds, music and
art that come from all over the world.
As Harmony Day falls on a weekend this year, our school celebrations will be held on Friday, March 19th. Students are invited to wear a touch of orange (hair tie, socks etc) and participate in activities in their classrooms
and across their levels. You will have received a notice inviting your children to participate in a Kaboom percussion incursion on that day.
It would be great if families could reinforce this learning at home by having a discussion about Harmony Day and
what it means to you.

Mount Evelyn PS Ride to school Day – Tuesday, 23rd March
On Tuesday 23rd March we are encouraging all students to ride,
scoot, or walk to school as we take part in the National Ride2School
Day. National Ride2School Day is the flagship event for the
Ride2School program and Bicycle Network. With more than 2,000 schools and 350,000 students taking part each
year, it's a day for celebration. Over the past 40 years the number of children who are physically active everyday
has significantly dropped. Today, levels of physical activity are at an all-time low. In the 1970s, eight out of ten
students rode or walked to school. That number has dropped to just two out of ten. Sadly, Australian children
are now spending up to 16 hours of their day in front of a screen.
Ride2School is a nationwide program delivered by Bicycle Network, designed to support schools to encourage,
empower and enable more students to get physically active on their journey to school. Students who ride or
walk to school contribute to their minimum physical activity level of sixty minutes per day. They are also more
focused and ready to learn compared to those who are driven.
National Ride2School Day is the perfect opportunity for Australian students and school communities to embrace
a healthier start and to try walking and riding to school for themselves.
Have a good day,
Angie and Helen

SCHOOL UNIFORM
Please remember to label all items of
school uniform. There is a currently a lot of
unnamed uniform in lost property.
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This week’s junior school assembly was extra special because Mrs. Orme and
Ms. Stuart presented our Environmental Leaders of the Future (ELFs) and
our Student Representative Council members (SRC) with their badges.
These students were chosen by their peers to represent their classes over the
year to help make a difference within and outside of our school.
Congratulations to the successful students!

SRC: Cooper, Dax, Evelyn, Lucy, Amos, Fletcher

ELF: Elijah, Flynn, Anya
Mount Evelyn Primary School
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Active
commuters

Tuesday 23rd
March
Active commuting walking, scooting,

Option 2 The Trail Café

Option 1 The Station House
8.30 start

8.40 start

Drop off zone is the parking area. We
actively commute as a group along
the rail trail to the school. Parents/
carers are welcome to join the walk.

Drop off zone is at the Trail Café. We
will be joined by the Station House
group before continuing on to school.
Please park your wheels along the fence
on the basketball court.

Station House

Can’t do all the way from home?
No worries!

Part way is OK
We have 2 meeting points for
the morning.
There will be a choice of 2 part way drop
off points with volunteer guides. From
here, children will walk or wheel the rest
of the way to school via the Rail Trail.
Please allow 20 minutes for walking from
Station House (8.30 start) or 10 minutes
from the Mount Evelyn Warburton Trail
Entrance (8.40 start).
There will be additional spaces to leave
the bikes and scooters at school.
Mr Harris has arranged a bike technician
to provide bike maintenance at school on
the day. If you are interested please let
him know.

We need Volunteer Guides!
Be involved and help us supervise the children.
Please contact the school on 97362233
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Active kids
are healthy
and happy!
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