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NEWSLETTER 

We are delighted to welcome our students back to school today after the state wide five day lockdown. We contin-
ue to be impressed by the ability of our students and families to be adaptable, resilient and positive during uncer-
tain and challenging times. Our students were superstars, working independently on the tasks assigned and sharing 
their learning with their teachers. Well done everyone! 
 
Student Safety – Bushfire emergency procedures 

Mount Evelyn PS is located in a beautiful natural setting but at certain times of 

the year this does add a level of concern and vigilance. As a BARR school 

(Bushfire At Risk Register) we ensure that our emergency management proce-

dures are always up to date and our evacuation plans well communicated and 

practiced. Should there be notification from DET of a possible CODE RED day, 

the school community will be notified via email, notice and School Stream three 

days prior to the predicted closure. One day prior to the closure, another letter, email or SMS message will confirm 

the closure. If the school is closed, nobody will be on site - this includes all staff and students. As the Out of School 

Hours Care Program will also be closed, families will be required to make alternate arrangements for such days. 

Last week students were evacuated from the classroom to the school gym as part of our first emergency evacua-

tion drill and in the next few weeks we will practise evacuating to the gym from a recess break. 

 
Updating Medical Information and Emergency contact details 

It is important for families to consider any changed medical needs of their children and ensure that we have up to 

date records regarding asthma, anaphylaxis, allergies or other conditions that may impact on 

the children at school. Please contact the office to discuss these or any other related medical 

notifications. 

Student Illness and Accidents  

At this time early in the school year it is a good idea to remind parents about the necessity to keep us up to date 

with phone numbers and emergency contact details. If your child is ill at school, or suffers an accident, then staff 

will give immediate care and appropriate first aid. However, it is necessary on occasions to contact parents and we 

are often frustrated by out of date information that delays this process. Please make sure you notify the office of 

any changes to your Emergency Contact details. Obviously in extreme cases we may also deem it necessary to 

call an ambulance before consulting parents and you need to be aware of this. Please also keep the office informed 

of any change in medical issues faced by your children as this helps us to make the best choices for their welfare. 

Parents and carers should also be aware that they are generally responsible for paying the cost of medical treat-

ment for injured students, including any ambulance transport costs. Most medical costs will be refundable by Med-

icare. If you are a member of an ambulance or health insurance fund, you may also be able to claim transport or 

other expenses from the fund. The Department of Education and Training (DET) does not hold accident insurance 

for school students. 
 

Carpark protocols 

The area directly in front of the school is a designated two minute drop off and pick up zone. Parents who park in 

this area create traffic chaos as cars queue onto Monbulk Road, often around the corner onto Clegg Road and hold 

up all traffic. We teach our students to Be Respectful of others and we would appreciate your help to make this  
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drop off/pick up service a safe and viable option for all families.  

 Do not leave your car in the drop off/pick up zone. You must stay with your car at all times. 
 If your child has not arrived after 2 minutes, you must leave the car park and re enter. 
 Please do not call children to come to the car while you are in the queue. Children will not be allowed onto 

the service road. You must park to collect your children. 
 Staff are on duty until 3.45pm. Feel free to arrive after the bell when the crowds have dissipated. 
 If students are late to school, they must be signed in at the school office by an adult. Please do not send them 

in unaccompanied. 
Please remember that untimed parking is available in the gravel area opposite the school and in the gravel area on 

the corner of Monbulk and Clegg Roads.  

School Uniform and Hats 

At the last whole school assembly we spoke with students about the importance of school pride and being good 

role models for others. Our senior students in particular are considered role models for younger students and have 

a huge influence on the behaviours of their buddies. One way that all students can demonstrate their pride in     

belonging to Mount Evelyn PS and being strong role models is to follow the school uniform policy. At assembly we 

reminded students that socks must be black, white or school colours, shoes are to be black or white and, for safety 

reasons, students are not to wear jewellery other than watches. The dress code policy is included with this news-

letter. We would appreciate you sharing this with your child. 

Of recent weeks there has been some Facebook chatter about the solid brimmed school hat that is available for 

purchase at the school office. We are aware that some students prefer the softer brimmed option as they are more 

comfortable and easier to carry at recess times. School council discussed hat options at our meeting last night and 

have decided that there will be NO change to the current school hat. Reasons for this include: 

 The broader, more solid brim provides better sun protection 
 The current hat has a safety strap which can easier be opened if needed 
 The current hat washes well and does not fade or fray  
 It’s too easy and tempting to store one of the softer options in pockets or waistbands 

during recess times. The harder option is awkward and most easily stored “on the head.” 
Hats are only worn in terms one and four. The perceived inconvenience is short term. 
Only approved school hats are to be worn as part of the school uniform. These can be purchased from the school 

office. 

Early dismissal and the last day of the school year 

Traditionally, students have been dismissed at 2.30pm at the end of each term and at 1.30pm on the final day of 

school. With an increasing number of working parents, this is often inconvenient and impractical. Only half the   

students come to school on the last day of the school year and there is minimal learning as teachers try to pack up, 

move rooms and supervise students. At our meeting last night, school council discussed and considered possible 

options and made the following recommendations for 2021 and beyond: 

 Students will be dismissed at 3.30pm on the last day of terms one, two and three 
 The additional three hours of school time will be transferred to the final day of the school year as time in lieu. 
 Students will not be required to attend school on the last day of the school year and will finish the year at 

3.30pm on Thursday, December 16th 
 

Have a great week, 

Angie and Helen 

 

 



 

Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund applications 
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps and sporting 
activities. 
 
If you have a valid means-tested concession card, such as a Veterans Affairs Gold Card, Centrelink Health Care Card or 
Pensioner Concession Card, or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible. There is also a special consideration 
category for asylum seeker and refugee families. 
 
Payment amounts this year are $125 for eligible primary school students. Payments are made direct to the school to use 
towards expenses relating to camps, excursions and sporting activities for the benefit of your child. 
 
If you applied for CSEF through our school last year, you do not need to complete an application form this year, unless 
there has been a change in your family circumstances. 
 
If you would like to apply for the first time, please contact the school office on phone 9736 2233 and ask for an applica-
tion form.  
 
You can also download the form, and find out more about the program and eligibility, on the Department of Education 
and Training’s Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund web page. 
 
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx 
 
Check with the school office if you are unsure, and please return completed forms to the school office as soon as possi-
ble. 
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February 18th, 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

We are very pleased to advise that the School Breakfast Clubs Program is coming to our school.  

Starting on Wednesday, 24th February our new School Breakfast Club will run every Wednesday morning from 8.30am – 8.55am, 

at the front of the Community Building.  

Delivered by the Victorian Government in partnership with Foodbank Victoria, the program provides healthy meals to help stu-

dents focus better and participate fully in their education. Our School Breakfast Club aims to ensure students start the day with a 

healthy meal to improve concentration, help students make friends and build strong social connections. 

There will be a variety of healthy food options available: 

Fresh Apples and Oranges 

Fruit Cups 

Baked Bean Jaffles 

Toast with Vegemite or Honey 

Milk UHT  

Chocolate Smoothies 

Students will choose their breakfast and sit in the Fake green grass area to eat while engaging with their peers.   

Each classroom will also have weekly fresh fruit, fruit cups and milks available in their classrooms for an extra snack if needed.   

Thank you to the dedicated staff who have volunteered to help set up, serve food, pack up and chat with the students to get 

everyone’s morning off to a positive start. 

For more information about the School Breakfast Clubs Program visit: www.foodbank.org.au/schools  

If you are available and interested in assisting with Breakfast Club on a Wednesday morning, please contact Kim Douglas or 
email Kim.Douglas@education.vic.gov.au . 
 

Kind regards, 

Mount Evelyn P.S. Breakfast Club Team 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx#link22
http://www.foodbank.org.au/schools
mailto:Kim.Douglas@education.vic.gov.au
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Student Dress Code Policy 
 

Rationale: 
 

The Mt Evelyn Primary School Dress Code promotes our students’ sense of identity and pride in the school, 
whilst enhancing the profile and image of the school in the wider community. 

 
Aim: 
 

For all students at Mount Evelyn to wear a school uniform which clearly identifies the school through the school 
colours and/or school logo. 

 To promote students’ sense of identity and pride in the school. 
 To strengthen the spirit of community within the school. 
 To enhance the profile, image and identity of the school in the wider community. 
 To enhance student safety. 
 
Implementation: 
 
 The development of a Student Dress Code is the responsibility of the School Council in consultation with 

parents, teachers and students where appropriate. 
 Requests for alterations to the school uniform should be submitted to School Council, where a decision will 

be made in consultation with staff, parents and students.  
 To protect the privacy of students and to comply with obligations under human rights and anti-

discrimination legislation, the responsibility for granting exemptions will be delegated to the Principal. 
 All prospective students and parents will be notified of the dress code requirements prior to enrolment and 

be provided with the dress code policy.  
 Designated school hats must be worn in terms 1 and 4 in keeping with the school’s Sunsmart Policy. 
 The wearing of jewellery is not permitted for safety reasons. Exceptions are made for plain studs, sleepers 

and watches. 
 Make-up and nail polish are not permitted 
 Hair should be neat, clean and of natural colour. Long hair is to be tied back at all times. No extremes of 

hair style are permitted.  Hair accessories should be school colours, black or white only.   
 School uniform must be worn on excursions and special events outside of the school. 
 Closed, firmly fitting footwear is required to enable all students to participate safely in normal school activi-

ties. Shoes need to be supportive and should be black or white in colour. Flimsy canvas shoes are not to be 
worn at school or on school activities. 

 Variations to the dress code can be approved at the discretion of the Principal. 
 

 

Evaluation: 
   This policy will be reviewed as part of the school’s three year cycle. 

This policy was last ratified by School Council on: 15th February 2017 
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Summer Uniform 

  

Dress of school fabric 

Navy bike shorts ( under dresses only) 

Blue skort 

Blue school polo shirt 

Navy gabardine shorts 

Navy rugby knit shorts 

School bomber jacket 

School hoodie 

School approved hat 

Black or white school shoes or flat strong shoes 
with closed toes. 

  

Winter Uniform 

  

School Tunic 

Navy Bootleg pants 

Navy leggings ( under skorts and tunics only) 

Navy double knee gabardine pants 

Navy double-knee tracksuit pants 

Blue school polo shirt 

School bomber jacket 

School hoodie 

Black or White school shoes or flat strong shoes 
with closed toes 

  

Other 

  

Plain navy, black or white socks 

Navy scarf 

Navy beanie 

Art smock 

Library bag 

School bag 

Lunch bag 

  


