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NEWSLETTER

Principal’s Report
Welcome back everyone. We hope you all had a restful and relaxing break.
All students have started the new school year with enthusiasm and the determination to work hard and enjoy their
time at school. Walking around the classrooms yesterday, I was pleased to see how quickly and easily everyone
settled into their new class and into a new routine. Feedback from teachers was very positive. We would like to welcome all new families to our school and look forward to working with you and your children.
It is fabulous to see how quickly our 78 new Foundation students have settled into school life. While there were a
few tears on the first day, most of these seemed to be coming from parents who had been told by their 5 year olds,
“Bye, you can go now!” This is a reflection of the effectiveness of our school transition program, the efforts put in
by parents to ensure school readiness and the warm and welcoming classroom environments created by our wonderful Foundation teaching team; Julianne Wood, Olivia Cubitt, Kelly Hobson and Christa Somers. During the coming
Wednesdays our Foundation staff will be conducting literacy and numeracy assessments with students in preparation for the year ahead.
We encourage all families to become involved in their child’s schooling. We are always in need of adults to help in
classrooms and on excursions, in the canteen or library, by joining our Parents’ Association, participating in working
bees or joining the school council. We do request that if you are volunteering within the school that you have a current Working With Children permit and that you provide a copy of this to the school office.
New and returning Staff
We are fortunate to have a very happy and settled staff team with very little turnover. This ensures that whole
school processes are in place from day one in all classroom and specialist learning areas and all students and staff
are familiar with school expectations.
We welcome Jack O’Brien into our level 3/4 team and Olivia Cubitt into Foundation. Jenny Barker will be implementing the tutoring initiative and Gayle Fraser, past member of staff and regular relief teacher, will be in charge of
the performing arts program. Brenton Grave has joined our Education support team.
Getting To Know You Conferences
Getting To Know You Conferences, for Level 1 to 6 will be held during the week beginning Monday, February 15 th.
This year we will offer the option to meet face to face or via Webex. You will be able to make appointments online
after receiving your school code and you can nominate whether you would prefer to meet in person or online.
Codes will be sent home in this newsletter and the attached flyer will also include instructions for booking appointments. Parents who do not have access to a computer may book their time by contacting the school office. The purpose of these 10 minute exchanges so early in the school year is for you to provide relevant information about your
child to the class teacher. Please do not ask for a student progress report.
Hats
In line with our SunSmart policy students are required to wear school hats during terms 1
and 4. School hats provide protection from the harsh sun and are available through the
office or at the Uniform Shop. Students without a hat will be required to play in the designated undercover areas. Unfortunately, in many cases, this means that they are separated
from their friends and unable to play cricket, basketball etc. . Please note that it is a requirement to wear a wide brimmed hat purchased through the uniform shop. Any hat, other than a school hat, is not
permitted.

Principal: Angie O’Hare
Phone: 9736 2233

Website: mtevelynps.vic.edu.au
Email: mount.evelyn.ps@education.vic.gov.au

Accident Insurance and Personal items brought to school
The Department of Education and Training (DET) does not provide personal accident insurance for students. Parents are generally responsible for paying the cost of medical treatment for injured students, including any transport
costs. The Department of Education states that reasonable low cost accident insurance policies are available from
the commercial insurance sector. For those parents who seek personal cover, details of an insurer who offers individual accident insurance for $29 for the year is EBM Insurance Brokers and their website is
www.studentcover.com.au. Similarly, DET (which includes the school) does not offer replacement of personal
items which are brought to school and are lost, broken or stolen. Sentimental or expensive belongings and toys,
including sports equipment and electronic devices, are normally best left at home.
Mobile phones
Readers of the newsletter last year would be aware of the introduction of the state-wide policy on Mobile Phones
in Victorian Government Schools. Mount Evelyn PS students who bring mobile phones to schools MUST take them
to the school office before the start of the school day and collect them again after the 3.30pm bell. Phones are
stored in our security room. Phones are not to be accessed or used during the school day. The school’s mobile
phone policy is available on our website.
To date this new process has been very successful. We thank you for your support.
Annual privacy reminder
Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent personal information for standard school functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy Policy. Please take time to remind yourself of the
school’s collection statement. This can be found on our website.
School Council
We are now calling for nominations for the 2021 School Council. Our School Council has representatives from the
parent body, staff and may include a community member. School Council meets once a month (currently on a
Wednesday from 7.30pm) to discuss and make decisions regarding many issues relevant to school life. These include finances, buildings, promotion of the school, policies, uniform, grounds etc. All School Council members are
asked to attend each meeting and, in addition, be involved in one sub-committee that also meets approximately
twice per term.
The final School Council meeting for 2020 members will be held on Wednesday, 17th February at 7.30 pm. Our Annual General Meeting will commence at 7.00pm on Wednesday, 17th March, followed by our first School Council
meeting for 2021 members at 7.30pm. Proposed meeting dates for the remainder of the year will be arranged at
the first School Council meeting of 2021 members.
Nominations for 2021
All nomination forms must be returned to the school office no later than 4pm on Thursday, 18th February 2021.
If you wish to nominate yourself for School Council please collect a schedule 5A Self- nomination Form for Parent
Member Category from the school office.
If you wish to nominate another Mount Evelyn Primary School parent for School Council please obtain their consent
and collect a schedule 5B Nomination Form for Parent Member Category from the school office.
At this point, I wish to formally acknowledge and thank on behalf of the school community the work of all our
school council members.
The contributions offered by these members of our school community, through their hard work on School Council
and its sub committees, has been exemplary and is indicative of why our school maintains such an outstanding reputation in the local and wider community.
If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at school.
Have a great week.
Angie and Helen
Mount Evelyn Primary School
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Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund applications
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps and sporting
activities.
If you have a valid means-tested concession card, such as a Veterans Affairs Gold Card, Centrelink Health Care Card or Pensioner Concession Card, or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible. There is also a special consideration category
for asylum seeker and refugee families.
Payment amounts this year are $125 for eligible primary school students. Payments are made direct to the school to use
towards expenses relating to camps, excursions and sporting activities for the benefit of your child.
If you applied for CSEF through our school last year, you do not need to complete an application form this year, unless there
has been a change in your family circumstances.
If you would like to apply for the first time, please contact the school office on phone 9736 2233 and ask for an application
form.
You can also download the form, and find out more about the program and eligibility, on the Department of Education and
Training’s Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund web page.
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx
Check with the school office if you are unsure, and please return completed forms to the school office as soon as possible.

Library News 2021
Welcome to a new school year!
We have over 10,000 books in our school library for our students to enjoy. Our Library books are on
loan to all F-2 students for one week and level 3-6 students for 4 weeks. Please ensure books are returned on time. As a school community we want all students to enjoy our large book collection, while
always showing our school values of care, respect and responsibility for our shared resources.
Our library needs your help…
Would you like to be involved in helping in our school library?
No experience needed, just an enthusiastic, book-loving attitude.
If this sounds like something you would be interested in, I would love to hear from you. Please contact
me via email (angela.byrnes@education.vic.gov.au) with the days and times that would suit you and
any particular roles that you would like to help with.
Some of the roles available include:






Book club
Covering new books
Book fair
Returning books
Overdue notices

Happy reading,
Angela Wilson
Mount Evelyn Primary School
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Welcome back to school for 2021! The canteen will be open from Wednesday 3rd February
for morning tea sales and lunch orders.
“Green-everyday foods” will be available on Wednesday, Thursday & Fridays. “Amberselect carefully foods” will be available on Thursday & Fridays ONLY.
We would love some volunteers to help make the lunch orders on Fridays. Canteen duty
normally starts after school drop off and finishes around 1pm. If you can spare a few hours
per month, please fill in the slip below or drop in to see us in the canteen. Toddlers are
more than welcome!
Thanks to all our regulars and we look forward to seeing you again.
Regards
Shannon & Sarah

1st of Month

2nd of Month

3rd of Month

4th of Month

Friday

Name.....................................................................................................................

Child’s Name/Class................................................................................................

Contact Phone Number.........................................................................................

Mount Evelyn Primary School
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For the DADS!
The Fathering project website has useful advice and tips for Dads!
The information below is directly from their website. Enjoy the journey of Fathering. It is
awesome! If you would like information about the Fathering Project please contact:
Andrea.Beitzel@education.vic.gov.au
https://thefatheringproject.org/activity/tips-for-developing-emotional-understanding-withyour-child/

Wellbeing
The state of being comfortable, healthy, or happy. Wellbeing is a combination of
physical, mental, emotional and social health.
What kids need from their dads
The BUS principle:
B – being there for them.
U – show unconditional love.
S – help them realise how special they are.







What they need is you. Your kids need you to be present and actively engaged in in their lives.
Tell them you love them. Tell them they are loved not because of what they do or don’t do, but
simply because they are your son or daughter.
Tune in and engage with your kids. Really be there. Put away the phone and connect with your
kids. You never know when your child will decide that now, is the moment they want to open up to you.
Listen to them. Get to know them as an individual. Their thoughts, their ideas, their wishes,
their likes and dislikes, their friends and their dreams.
Play with them. get back to your childhood, have fun and play.
Cherish the everyday moments. Spending everyday moments at home together has just as
much value as special events.

If you are struggling, call Lifeline on 131 114, or Beyond Blue on 1300 224 636.
If your children are struggling, they can call Kids Helpline on 1800 551 800 or Youth Beyond Blue on 1300 224
636”

Mount Evelyn Primary School
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Dear Parents,
Getting to know you interviews for levels 1 to 6 will be held during the week beginning
Monday 15th February – Friday 19th February.
You have the option to meet with your class teacher either Face to Face or via Webex
(video conferencing)
You can now book interviews at times that suit YOUR FAMILY BEST.
Go to www.schoolinterviews.com.au and follow these simple instructions.
BOOKINGS OPEN

-

BOOKINGS CLOSE -

Monday,
Friday,

8th of February at 9.00am
12th of February at 10:00am

Go to:
www.schoolinterviews.com.au
Enter the school event code.
Then follow the 3 simple steps
below.

1

Select Webex or On Site Face

Enter your details

2

7gcb7

3

Choose teachers

4.30 4.40 4.50

Choose times
times
Choose

When you click finish, your interview timetable will be emailed to you
automatically - check your junk mail folder if you do not receive your
email immediately.
You can return to www.schoolinterviews.com.au at any time and
change your interviews - until bookings close.

Mount Evelyn Primary School Getting to know you Conferences
This conference is an opportunity for you to meet with the class teacher to share any specific
academic, social or emotional needs that your child may have.
If you don’t have access to the internet, you may send a note to school with the approximate
times you require, or phone the school on 9736 2233. Interviews are strictly 10mins and
spaces are limited. If you require more time, please contact your teacher directly to make
alternative arrangements.
You can change your interview bookings any time prior to the closing date by re-visiting the
www.schoolinterviews.com.au website, and using the event code. If you wish to change your
interview times after the closing date, please contact the school directly on: 9736 2233.
For any further assistance regarding the booking website or about conferences
please contact Julie, Gill, Sarah or Shannon at school on 9736 2233.

Mount Evelyn PS Term 1 Calendar, 2021
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Sat/Sun

27

28

29

30/31

Teachers begin
the school year

1

2

3

Students begin
the school year

4

Level assembly

5

6/7

PA - meeting
Whole school assembly

8

9

10

11

12

13/14

Evacuation Drill #1
Level assembly

15

16

District Swimming

17
School Council

18

Foundation 2021 Info
evening 7-8pm

22

23

24

19

20/21

Onsite Getting to Know you
conferences - 3.40—8pm

25

Whole school assembly

26

27/28

Bushdance incursion
and family evening
Level assembly

1
STUDENT

2

3

4

6/7

Evacuation Drill #2

FREE DAY

8

5

Whole school assembly

9

10

11

12

13/14

LABOUR DAY

Level assembly

HOLIDAY

15

16

17

18

19

20/21

Level 5/6 sports day

House Athletics day

Harmony Day incursion
School Council AGM

22

29

23

30

24

31

Whole school assembly

25

26

School photo day

Level assembly

1

2

Foundation 2021 end
End of Term 1
of term celebration
Whole school assembly
Foundation 2022 tour
and info evening

27/28

3/4

Mount Evelyn PS

Reminders and Key Dates 2021
APRIL
Monday, 19th

First day of term two

Tuesday, 11th

NAPLAN testing begins

Friday, 14th

District Cross Country

Wednesday 19th

Student Free Day

Monday 14th

Queen’s Birthday holiday

Friday 25th

End of term two

Monday 12th

First day of term three

Tuesday, 13th

Dental Service arrives

Wednesday 4th to Friday 6th

Level 5 Camp to Sovereign Hill

Thursday 5th to Friday, 13th

Life Education van arrives

Friday 13th

Hooptime for years 5/6

Friday 27th

Hooptime for years 3/4

Monday 30th

Student Free Day

MAY

JUNE

JULY

AUGUST

SEPTEMBER
Friday 17th

End of term three

Monday 4th

First day of term four

Thursday 28th

Student Free day

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER
Tuesday 2nd

Melbourne Cup Day

Tuesday, 23rd to Wednesday, 24th

Level 6 City Camp

Wednesday 8th to Friday 10th

Level 3 and 4 Waratah Bay Camp

Monday 13th

Swimming program - Foundation to year 4

Friday, 17th

Last day of the school year

DECEMBER

