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NEWSLETTER

Principal’s Report
Although we live and work in a beautiful part of Melbourne surrounded by vegetation and wildlife, we
cannot underestimate the dangers of the bushfire season. Following a warmer than normal winter and
lots of spring rain, the Bureau of Meteorology has forecast a long, hot summer.
Mount Evelyn PS is on the Bushfire at Risk Register (BARR). This means we need to be particularly
vigilant during the warmer months and ensure that we have an effective Emergency Management Plan in
place. Our current plan identifies the school gym as our shelter in place and this is where all students and
staff would move to in the event of an external emergency situation. The gym has additional fire safety
features. If we were required to evacuate the school, our first off site evacuation point is the IGA carpark
in Mount Evelyn and our second point is St Mary’s PS. We take our responsibilities very seriously and aim
to have two evacuation drills or lockdown drills each term.
As a BARR school we are closed on Code Red days. You will be notified by letter and via School Stream if
this is to occur. Elsewhere in this newsletter I have included details of Code Red procedures. Please take
the time to read this so you are aware of what a Code Red day involves and how it will affect your family.
Most importantly of all, we will make every effort to communicate with you at all times. Please ensure
that your current email address and mobile number is on file at the school. If there is an emergency situation at the school we will contact all families via email and SMS.
Class Structure for 2021

Teachers and school leaders spend many hours deliberating over creating class structures and class
compositions that will best meet the needs of the students. The initial process begins in term three when
teachers are asked their intentions and preferences for the following year. Families are then asked about
their intentions for the following year and if they have any placement considerations that will need to be
taken into account when we consider grouping students into classes. Teachers consider the academic,
social and emotional needs of the students. We try very hard to “get it right” for all concerned.
In 2021 we will run 19 classes across the school structured as follows - Foundation x 4 classes, Level 1 x 3
classes, Level 2 x 3 classes, Level 3 and 4 x 4 composite classes, Level 5 and 6 x 5 composite classes. Working around budget constraints and cohort numbers, this will enable us to maintain lower class numbers
across the school. At Mount Evelyn PS we aim to keep class sizes small, ensure a gender balance within
each class and employ the best teaching staff possible to meet all student needs.

School Captain Speeches
My congratulations to all of our shortlisted candidates for School Captain 2021. I would like to congratulate all students who wrote and presented thoughtful and honest speeches, the decisions were not easy
given the overall calibre of the candidates. Every student should feel proud of their efforts.
I wish each of the shortlisted candidates all the best for their interviews with school leadership. I already
know it will be a difficult decision. The leaders will be announced during the senior assembly on Friday
December 4th and the new school captains celebrated by the whole school on Friday, December 11 th.
Voting for the remaining leadership roles will take place early next year.
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Whole School Transition
On Tuesday December 8th our year six students will participate in an orientation session at their new
secondary schools. On this day our new Foundation 2021 students are invited to spend the morning with
us and all other students meet their 2021 teachers and classmates. It is a very exciting time for our teachers and students and your child will come home that afternoon buzzing with excitement.
Swimming
Unfortunately we will not be running a swimming program this year. Until last week end we were unable
to confirm the use of the indoor pool and we feel that it is now too late to ask families to cover the cost of
this program. Teachers will organise alternative fun activities for students in the last week of the year and
the swimming program will be booked again for 2021.
Final Day of Term 4
Our final assembly for the school year will be held on Thursday, December 17 th at 9am. We will be gathering in the school gym for this occasion. Parents of year six students are invited to attend but we can only
allow two family members for each student access to the gym. It is an expectation that masks are worn
while indoors and that adults ensure they are socially distancing from other adults. For many of our
students this is their final day of school.
For those students who do attend school on Friday, December 18th, school finishes and students are
dismissed at 1:30pm. OSHC is available for working families who are unable to manage this earlier dismissal time.
Have a great week
Angie and Helen

Mt Evelyn Primary School
2020 Christmas CD
ORDER FORM
The children have started practising their songs, ready for our recording day on December 10 th.
If you would like to order your copy of the Mt Evelyn Primary School Christmas CD, please complete
the form below and send it with payment ($5.OO PER CD) to the office,
PLEASE RETURN YOUR ORDER NO LATER THAN FRIDAY DECEMBER 4TH
NAME

CLASS

NUMBER OF CDS
ORDERED $5 EACH

TOTAL $ ENCLOSED

CDs will be sent to students in their classroom during the last week of term.
Thank you for supporting your children!
Mrs Barker

**Please note
RECORDING DAY DECEMBER 10TH
Students can wear Christmas hats or tinsel in their hair

CANTEEN NEWS
Our last day for the Canteen will be Friday, 11th December. Please be aware that we are running
down stock for the year and may have to substitute some things for a similar item.
We will be open again on Wednesday, 3rd February 2021.
Thank you to our lovely helpers and captains this year.
Merry Christmas and happy new year.

Shannon and Sarah

COLOUR RUN
Wednesday 9th December
Other Important Information


The event will take place in the afternoon, beginning at 2:00pm



There will be an obstacle course for the students to around the school

grounds


Teachers will be throwing the colour and supervising students prior and

after their run


Teachers will prepare the students for what the course will look like and

involve


There will be announcements and instructions throughout the event for

students to follow


Students will get wet during this event as there will be sprinkler at the

end of the event


Students will receive a Zooper Dooper after the event



One year level will run at a time and we will have staggered starts



Students will receive their prizes before the end of the school year

Thank you to everyone who raised money for our
Colour Run. As a school we raised $10 200.00!!!!

Bushfire At-Risk Register - Schools
School procedures for the bushfire season
Fire danger ratings and warnings are used in Victoria to provide
clear direction on the safest options for preserving life.
Schools and children’s services listed on the DET Bushfire AtRisk Register (BARR) will be closed when a Code Red fire danger rating day is determined in their Bureau of Meteorology
district. Our school has been identified as being one of those
at high bushfire risk and is listed on the BARR.
Where possible, we will provide parents with up to four days
notice of a potential Code Red day closure by letter and via a
School Stream notification. A Code Red day will be determined
by the Emergency Management Commissioner no later than
1.00 pm the day before the potential closure. Once we are advised of the confirmation of the Code Red day we will provide you with advice before the end of the school day.
Once confirmed, the decision to close will not change, regardless of improvements in the weather forecast. This is to avoid
confusion and help your family plan alternative care arrangements for your child. It is also important to note that:


No staff will be on site on days where the school is closed due to a forecast Code Red day.



Out-of-school-hours care will also be cancelled on these days



School camps will be cancelled if a Code Red fire danger rating day is determined for the Bureau of Meteorology district
in which the camp is located.

On these Code Red days families are encouraged to enact their Bushfire Survival Plan – on such days children should never be
left at home or in the care of older children.
For those of us living in a bushfire prone area, the Country Fire Authority (CFA) advises that when Code Red days are forecast,
the safest option is to leave the night before or early on the morning of the Code Red day.
As part of preparing our school for potential hazards such as fire, we have updated and completed our Emergency Management Plan, cleared and cleaned the gutters and ensured that vegetation close to school buildings is regularly pruned.
What can parents do?


Make sure your family’s bushfire survival plan is up-to-date and includes alternative care arrangements in the event that
our school is closed.



Ensure we have your current contact details, including your mobile phone numbers. Keep in touch with us by reading
our newsletters and downloading School Stream,



Most importantly, at this time of year, if you’re planning a holiday or short stay in the bush or in a coastal area, you
should check warnings in advance of travel and remain vigilant during your stay.



If your child is old enough, talk to them about bushfires and your family’s bushfire survival plan.



You can access more information about children’s services closures on the Department of Education and Training
website – see http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx

For up-to-date information on this year’s fire season see:


https://emergency.vic.gov.au



Facebook (facebook.com/cfavic)



Twitter (twitter.com/CFA_Updates)



ABC local radio, Sky News and other emergency broadcasters



VicEmergency Hotline (1800 226 226)

Dear Parents and Carers,
On behalf of the Mt. Evelyn Primary School Combined OSHC we would like to invite you to our January
2021 Vacation Care Program. You can collect a booking form from your school office or from the Mount
Evelyn PS website. Enrolment packs are available from the Mt. Evelyn Primary School OSHC office.
You are invited to email or phone us with any questions, or make an appointment for a tour of our service.
Mt. Evelyn Primary School OSHC is an accredited childcare and families can apply for CCS subsidy.
Monday – Friday 6.00am – 2.00pm (Melissa Hours)
Monday – Friday 6.30am – 6.30pm Service Hours
9736 2233 osh@mtevelynps.vic.edu.au
Melissa Mc Donald
Mt. Evelyn Primary School Combined OSHC Coordinator/Nominated Supervisor

January Vacation Care Program 2021
Day/Date

Program Focus

Monday 11th January

Science Day

Tuesday 12th January

Ninja Warriors Obstacle Course Incursion

Wednesday 13th January

Multi Media Day

Thursday 14th January
Friday 15th January
Monday 18th January
Tuesday 19th January
Wednesday 20th January
Thursday 21st January
Friday 22nd January
Monday 25th January
Tuesday 26th January

Farm Animals Incursion
Orienteering Day
Wheels Day
Splashtastic Water Games Incursion
Messy Day
Ceramic Painting Incursion
All things Australia Day
GoKarts Incursion
Closed for Australia Day
Disco 70s, 80s , 90s Day

Wednesday 27th January

