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NEWSLETTER

Principal’s Report
Over the next few weeks you will see safety fencing erected around parts of the school gym and workers
in and around the school. This is in response to a Bushfire Safety upgrade which will ensure that our bushfire shelter (the school gym) is a safe place for students and staff to use as an evacuation point if the need
should arise. Works to the gym will include replacing the skylights in the canteen, ensuring that all joins
and areas of roof flashing are sealed and a repaint of the exterior. During the January break, the wooden
boundary fence adjacent to the gym will be replaced with a colourbond fence. All large vegetation within
10 metres of the building will be trimmed to ensure it is well clear.
Each year the school creates an Emergency Management Plan which outlines possible risks and our responses to bushfire and other possible dangers. We are vigilant with our evacuation drills and ensure that
staff and students are very familiar with the processes. As a school on the Bushfire Risk Register we are
closed on Code Red days and will notify our families in advance if this is to occur.
Punctuality
Of increasing concern is the number of students arriving at school after the 9am bell. We are finding that
students who arrive late to school are missing key organisational information and instructions. Students
who walk into class when everyone is already hard at work often feel uncomfortable and struggle to
settle.
Students arriving at school after the 9am bell must be accompanied to the front door of the school by an
adult and signed in.
Parent Opinion Survey- only one week remaining.
If you have not yet filled out this anonymous survey, we strongly encourage you to do so. This is your opportunity to have an impact on the future direction of the school.
The Parent Opinion Survey is an annual survey offered by the Department of Education and Training. It is
designed to assist schools to gain an understanding of parent perceptions in the areas of school climate,
student behaviour, student engagement and experiences of remote and flexible learning. Our school will
use the survey results to help inform and direct future school planning and improvement strategies.
All parents are invited to participate in this year’s survey. Responses to the survey are anonymous. This
year, the Parent Opinion Survey will be conducted from Monday 12th October to Friday 13th November.
A link to the survey has been sent to all families.
The survey will be conducted online, only takes 20 minutes to complete, and can be accessed at any
convenient time within the fieldwork period on desktop computers, laptops, tablets or smartphones.
The survey results will be communicated to parents through annual reporting and in the school newsletter later in the year. Last year we used the survey results to help develop our 2020 Annual Implementation Plan.
We would appreciate your participation in order to gain a comprehensive understanding of parent
perceptions of our school.
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Student School Photos – next Thursday
A reminder that our school photos are booked for Thursday, November 12 th. Please ensure that your children come to school in full school uniform. Students who choose to have their hair out for the photo will
need to bring along a hair tie to use afterwards.
Have a great week
Angie and Helen

Mt Evelyn Primary School
2020 Christmas CD
As we all know, this year has been an unusual one, to say the least!
So why not finish it off with something out of the ordinary as well?
In lieu of our annual Christmas concert, we are going to record a CD of
Christmas songs for you to enjoy in the comfort of your own home.
These would make a great keepsake or a present for friends and relatives.
Each class or level group will be singing one of your favourite Christmas songs and, you never know,
there might be a few surprises in there too!
The cost of a CD is $5.00 (this is to cover the cost of production only) and CDs must be pre ordered.
An order form will be sent home in the coming weeks.
CDs will be ready in the last week of the school year.
Thank you.
Mrs Barker
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For the DADS!
The Fathering project website has useful advice and tips for Dad’s!
This is directly from their website. Enjoy the journey of Fathering. It is awesome! If
you would like information about the Fathering Project please contact Andrea.Beitzel@education.vic.gov.au
https://thefatheringproject.org/activity/tips-for-developing-emotional-understanding-with-your-child/

Mental health and wellness tips for dads
Hello all
Men’s mental health has been a big focus in Australia in recent years and
there have been many improvements in services and much bigger utilisation
of these supports by men in general.
However, mental health issues are still having an impact on men’s physical
health overall. The majority of the burden of disease linked to mental health
disorders experienced by men is 52.3%, and that’s too high on my watch.
The good news is that in recent Australian studies, men have reported using
numerous strategies to positively maintain their mental health and wellbeing.

The top 10 strategies they reported using from top to bottom are:
1. Eating healthily (54% do this regularly)
2. Keep myself busy (50%)
3. Exercise (45%)
4. Use humour to reframe my thoughts/feelings (41%)
5. Do something to help another person (36%)
6. Spend time with a pet (35%)
7. Accept my sad feelings ‘this will pass too’ (33%)
8. Achieve something (big or small) (31%)
9. Hang out with people who are positive (31 %)
10.

Distract myself from negative thoughts/feelings (30%)

If you are struggling, call Lifeline on 131 114, or Beyond Blue on 1300 224
636. If children are struggling, they can call Kids Helpline on 1800 551 800 or
Youth Beyond Blue on 1300 224 636.

Mount Evelyn Primary School
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Mt. Evelyn
Primary

COLOUR RUN is back!
WEDNESDAY 9TH DECEMBER

Fundraising closes online
TOMORROW—Friday, 6th November
How Does My Child Fundraise?
Firstly, go to schoolfunrun.com.au and create a student profile page. Everything to do with your fundraising revolves around this page. We would suggest you only raise money online (meaning no cash)
which is super easy, and you get to do it from the safety of your home.
What happens if I was already fundraising?
You just continue what you are doing! Simply login to schoolfunrun.com.au and your online funds will
still be there from earlier in the year. If you try to login and you cannot see the money, please call
ph 1800 386 786 and the School Fun Run team will be able to help.
We know some families cannot donate given the current climate.
All Children will be able to participate in the Colour Run even if they don’t fundraise.

Prizes MUST be ordered
ONLINE between
6th November and 13th November
(keep reading for information on how to order your prizes)
Mount Evelyn Primary School

4

COLOUR
RUN
Wednesday
9th December

ORDERING PRIZES!

Ordering Prizes – ALL PRIZES MUST BE ORDERED ONLINE

Prizes MUST be ordered between

6th November and 13th November
Simply visit schoolfunrun.com.au to log into your Profile Page
between these dates. Then click on the ‘CLAIM YOUR PRIZE’
button and follow the prompts.

If you have any questions, please contact the School Fun-Run
team on 1800 FUN RUN and they will gladly assist!
We are aware that some families
pre ordered and paid for the BBQ.
Details for the BBQ are still being
worked out & we will let
families know the outcome asap.

Fundraising will contribute
to new playground equipment
at school including a ‘spider
climbing web’

Thank you Professionals Real Estate,
Mt Evelyn for your ongoing support
of Mt Evelyn Primary School.
Professionals have donated our
wonderful advertising boards for our
upcoming Online Christmas Community Market.
Mount Evelyn Primary School
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