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NEWSLETTER 

Who would have thought that we would get to the end of term three and s�ll be learning from 

home. I certainly didn’t. The announcement on Sunday was devasta�ng on many levels. Our 

teachers are disappointed that they won’t be face to face with their classes un�l well into term 

four and we know that our students are missing their friends terribly.  

As further details filter through from DET, I will communicate these to you in a �mely manner. It 

is impera�ve that all families have access to the School Stream App as this is our key communica-

�on tool.  

Some families have expressed concerns about whether their children will be up to standard at the 

end of the year and whether they will need to repeat the school year. Please be reassured that 

students will NOT be asked to repeat a school year. Our teachers and support staff are trained to 

work with students of varying ability levels, to provide support and extra tui�on for students who 

are struggling. The school and the teachers will make adjustments to cater for the individual 

needs of each child. Of paramount importance is that students return with a posi�ve mindset, are 

happy and eager to return to school and excited to see their friends. We know that it will take 

some �me to re-establish learning rou�nes and re-build friendships and rela�onships. Please 

know that we are already planning for term four and building on the wonderful work families 

have completed at home. We cannot thank you enough for working with us to make remote 

learning the best that it can be. 

 

RU OK? day 

Thursday, 10
th

 September is RU OK? day. This is our na�onal day of 

ac�on when we are asked to remember that we should always ask 

“Are you OK?” if someone in our world is struggling with life’s hur-

dles. At this �me it is par�cularly important for us to stay connected 

and support those around us. A range of free resources and further 

informa�on can be found at h5ps://www.ruok.org.au/educa�on 

 

Na�onal eSmart Week 

Our school has registered to take part in Na�onal eSmart Week from 

September 6
th

-12th. eSmart is an ini�a�ve of the Alannah & Madeline 

Founda�on and focuses on building suppor�ve and connected social 

environments both on and offline. This year’s Na�onal eSmart Week 

theme is Connec�ng Safely and celebrates the work schools have done 

to connect safely, par�cularly during the remote learning period. Our 

students will be par�cipa�ng in a range of eSmart tasks this week and 

addi�onal informa�on can be found in the wellbeing tab on the school’s 

remote learning website. 
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         We are a Sunsmart school so 

school hats must be worn during terms 1 and 4. 

Please ensure that your child has a named hat on the first day of next term. 

Hats are available for purchase from the school office.  

Students without hats must play on the deck areas. 

Prep transi�on 

A reminder that if you have not completed an enrolment form for Founda�on 2021 and 

you have a child star�ng school, you will need to do so ASAP. The enrolment form is 

available on the school website and must be accompanied by a copy of the child’s birth cer�ficate 

and a copy of the immunisa�on record.  

We have not been able to host the first two “shared learning” transi�on sessions but hope that 

once restric�ons li>, we will be able to hold the remaining sessions in term four. Once we have 

more details and dates about a staged return to school, we will be be5er able to make decisions 

about whether to run transi�on sessions remotely or face to face.  

This will be the final newsle5er for this term. Any further communica�on into next week will be 

in the form of updates and short messages. 

Have a great week, 

Angie and Helen 

 

Dear Parent 
 

A change to student banking with BENDIGO BANK 
 

Bendigo Bank has a long track record of working with school communities through a range of community building 
initiatives.  
 

We take our role in supporting financial and community wellbeing seriously and we always consider the best inter-
ests of all stakeholders in any decisions we make.  
 

After careful consideration, we have decided to withdraw from offering school banking programs nationally. This 
includes the school-based banking program at Mt Evelyn Primary School. 
 

While we may not be offering a formal school banking program anymore, your child can continue to bank with our 
local branch. There are no changes to your child’s Bendigo Bank account and we would be delighted to welcome 
you and your child to the branch at any time to deposit their savings. 
 

Of course, we will continue to focus our effort on supporting schools and their communities in ways that help them 
prosper. 
 

For your school, and our local community, this includes our continued support of school awards, financially sup-
porting Parents & Friends projects, sponsoring school fairs, sporting events and a wide range of community-
determined projects etc.  
 

If you would like to discuss this further, or have any questions, please feel free to call me on 97371833 

 

I look forward to seeing you soon. 
 

Yours sincerely 
 

Melissa Guy 
Senior Customer Relationship Manager 
Mt Evelyn 
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9
th

 September, 2020 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

2021 PARENT PAYMENTS AND FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS 

 

At Mount Evelyn Primary School we are looking forward to another great year of teaching and learning and would like to 

advise you of our parent payment arrangements for 2021. We are proud of our achievements and the high quality of our 

curriculum programs. As you may be aware, the STANDARD CURRICULUM must be delivered free to all students in govern-

ment schools. (This includes teacher wages, provision of buildings and standard curriculum delivery).  However, as not all 

costs are covered, schools ask parents and guardians to make payments towards required Essen�al Educa�on Items. These 

are items which the school deems compulsory and includes student consumables and items students take possession of. We 

make every effort to keep the cost of items and ac�vi�es to a minimum and affordable for all families. 

 

For 2021 school council has once again decided to engage Ross Office Supplies as the supplier of our sta�onary and booklist 

items. Our families are able to order school supplies and make payments online. The website address and instruc�ons can 

be found on the following page. Within each class level tab on the website you will see that the cost is divided into Essen�al 

Educa�on Items and Voluntary Contribu�ons. These are explained in further detail below. Totals for the Essen�al Educa�on 

items will be approximately $260 per child plus packaging and handling costs. This is similar to that of previous years as 

school council has agreed not to increase costs for 2021. 

 

*Essen�al Educa�on items 

These are items which the school deems compulsory and includes student consumables and items students take possession 

of. Lists of essen�al educa�onal items have been set by the teachers and these items, along with the quan��es needed, are 

listed for each year level. Where specific goods are required by students, eg. 8mm do5ed thirds 48page exercise books, you 

will NOT be able to adjust the item or purchase your own. When the items are of a more general nature, eg. pencil sharpen-

er, you will be able to adjust the number ordered or make the decision to purchase this item yourself.  

 

*Voluntary Contribu�ons  

We rely heavily upon this voluntary component, made as a dona�on to the school, to further enhance the programs, facili-

�es and services provided by the school to support your child and their learning.  For 2021 we are direc�ng the funds to-

wards building and grounds updates and the cost of maintaining and upda�ng our technology. Your child will not be disad-

vantaged if you do not make a voluntary contribu�on. All records of voluntary contribu�ons are kept confiden�al as well as 

your decision about whether to make a contribu�on or not. 

 

Financial Support for Families 

We understand that some families may experience financial difficulty and offer a range of support op�ons, including: 

• the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund  

• payment plans on payment of a $50 deposit 

 

For a confiden�al discussion about accessing these services, or if you would like to discuss alterna�ve payment arrange-

ments please make an appointment to speak with the school principal or business manager. 

 

For further informa�on on the Department’s Parent Payment Policy please see a one page overview a5ached. 

 

Feel free to contact the school if you have any concerns or ques�ons. We aim to provide the best educa�onal opportuni�es 

for all children at all �mes. 

 

Kathryn Vine         Angie O’Hare 

School Council President       Principal 
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